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A CORRECTION. 


The paper by Miss Annie Carroll Moore, 
printed on the first page of the April number 
of the Quarterly on ‘‘What Public Libraries 
Are Doing for Children,’’ should have been 
accompanied by a foot note stating that this 
paper was prepared and read at the meeting 
of the Maine Library Association, October, 
1903, and was not originally prepared for 
publication in the Quarterly. Though not 
intended to apply to the field in general, the 
article is so full of information and suggestion 
for others besides those who heard it at the 
Maine meeting that the editor of the Quarterly 
was desirous others should have the benefft 
of it. 





SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL, 1904. 


The successful session of the lowa Summer 
School for Library Training for 1904 at the 
State University will be fully reported in 
the October number of the Quarterly. The 
attendance, quality of instruction and the 
earnestness and enthusiasm of the students 
were up to the usual standards. 





SOME METHODS OF ADVERTISING 
A LIBRARY. 


* BY PURD B. WRIGHT, LIBRARIAN, 
LIBRARY, ST. JOSEPH, MO. 


PUBLIC 


Two of Webster’s definitions of ‘‘adver- 
tise’’ are, ‘‘To inform; to make known;’’ and 
these are the standpoints from which the sub- 
ject is here treated. 


A great many library people seem to think 
that their duty to the reading public is done 
when good books are purchased, catalogued 
and placed on the shelves for the use of ‘‘he 
who runs.’’ The least that can be said of 
such a policy is that it is near-sighted, if not 
selfish. In all branches of life, this is pre- 
eminently the age of the strenuous—of pro- 
gressiveness. I can conceive of no reason why 
the library should not be aggressive in making 
itself known; why it should not take advan- 
tage of every legitimate method to attract to 
its open doors those who daily pass it. This 
does not mean that I advocate the flamboyant 
advertising of the circus (although I haveseen 
left-over circus posters used to good advantage 
in calling attention to animal books in the 
library), or the ‘‘$4.99, marked down from 
$5,’’ black faced type ads. of the cheap store 
or bargain counter variety. 


But there are methods and methods. So 
long as there are people—adult or juvenile— 
who do not know of the library,or fail to evince 
a realizing sense of its attractions, just so long 
will it be profitable to advertise. As no libra- 
rian is predicting the early advent of the 


* Paper read at a meeting of the Nebraska Library 
Association. 








millenium, it behooves him to study the people 
he is directly interested in, their wants and 
needs, perhaps as yet all but unknown to 
themselves, and the ways of reaching them. 
He may be limited by a lack of interest on the 
part of those from whom he has a right to 
expect help, by lack of means, or, what is 
worse, by both; but persistency, ingenuity, 
the ‘‘keeping everlastingly at it’’ will event- 
ually develop a way to overcome even worse 
difficulties. 

For the library with sufficient funds, library 
workers generally regard the printed monthly 
bulletin as the best method of keeping the 
library and its attractions before the people. 
If the contents of such a bulletin consist of 
library news, reviews of and excerpts from 
books, lists on interesting and timely topics, 
as well as current additions, it is doubly valu- 
able. Too often full value is not received 


from the best of bulletins for the reason that 
the copies thereof are kept in the library and 
seldom reach any but the regular patrons. If 
they be placed, without charge, in the schools, 
in stores, factories, Sunday schools, where- 
ever they are at all likely to attract attention— 
even mailed at library expense now and then 


to those whose interest is sought—results will 
follow as surely as crops follow a thorough 
cultivation of the rich field. Smallerlibraries 
with means ever so limited, may reach many 
people with type-written or even pen lists in 
these days of cheap copying processes. If 
bulletins must be sold, their value, so far as 
library missionary work is concerned, is re- 
duced toaminimum. Iam not an advocate 
of the bulletin supported by outside advertis- 
ing, but such a bulletin is a thousand fold 
more valuable, from a library advertising 
point of view, if circulated without price, than 
the bulletin whichis sold, even if the price be 
but one cent. It is preferable that the lib- 
rary purchase fewer books and have them well 
used, than to have many volumes, be they 
ever so valuable, which are never taken from 
the shelves simply because the people who own 
them do not know they are there. This may 
sound almost like heresy to the librarian who 
is anxious to show a large growth in his 


annual report; or to the directory which is. 


striving to make a record for itself of the larg- 
est percentage of library funds expended for 
books; but, between ourselves, is it? 

An intelligent use of the right sort of news- 





papers (and most of us have reason to know 
that 99 per cent of the newspapers are of the 
right sort when it comes to helping the 
library) is one of the best means of advertis- 
ing the library. In addition to the book list, 
almost any newspaper will welcome contribu- 
tions about the library if timely or possessing 
the slightest general interest. The newspaper 
man in any community (except the metropolis) 
who knows his business, is well aware of the 
fact that library patrons are general readers, 
and comprise a fair proportion of the intelli- 
gent people he is endeavoring to interest in 
his paper at least to the extent of their sub- 
scription; that possibly no single item he may 
print will appeal to a large local clientele than 
does the item in reference tothe library. If 
the newspaper and its editor be studied, wants 
and style considered, convenience consulted, 
little fear need be felt that copy furnished 
will not be used. By an arrangement with 
the business office, bulletins may be made of 
these lists and items and published at smali 
expense, credit of course being given to the 
newspaper for the courtesy. 

Proceedings of the library board interest 
the public; lists of donors serve the double 
purpose of publicly acknowledging gifts and 
bringing to the minds of others things which, 
while of no use to them, may prove of value 
to the library; a rare book secured serves as 
an excuse for extolling the value of the library; 
an expensive volume, likewise. Occasionally 
a good local story may be found in a volume. 
An instance of this kind which occurred with 
us, will be mentioned as an illustration. A 
perusal of Admiral Robley D. Evans’ book, 
‘‘A Sailor’s Log,’’ developed the fact that 
that popular naval officer came near meeting 
an untimely end in St. Joseph while on his 
way west in his boyhood days. It proved a 
good local story for the Monday morning 
paper, called attention to a deservedly good 
book, advertised the library, and, what has 
since developed better than all, made a friend 
of the redoubtable ‘‘ Fighting Bob’’ for our 
library which will prove valuable. Lists of 
popular books, books most called for, books 
on topics which are being discussed, make 
good newspaper items—hence, good library 
advertising. A noted author dies, or does 
something of more than passing interest—a 
list of his books in the library is interesting. 
All of these are used by many libraries. 





School lists—preferably a printed copy for 
each child, but if these cannot be provided, 
two or three typewritten lists for each school 
room—are means of making the library known 
that no librarian can afford to neglect. 


These, with afew of the more common 
methods, are the generalities of newspaper 
advertising. As to some of the special means 
of advertising a library, each librarian who is 
doing his whole duty has some plan of his 
own, developed by his surroundings and the 
conditions with which he has to contend. 
This paper will attempt to refer to a few of 
these which have come to my attention, and 
to some used in the library I represent. If 
more time is given to the latter than to some 
others it is not because they are better, but 
because I know more of how they work. 


That there is a large class of people it has 
seemed especially hard to interest in the 
library, people who do not care forthe lighter 
reading as mere entertainment, yet who do 
not buy the heavier class of books, is known 
to all interested in library work. With some 
it is a certain professional set; with others, 
business men. Then there are even teachers, 
preachers, and that large class of citizens, 
possibly well educated, who do know some- 
thing about books, care for them, and will 
read them from the library if their interest be 
but aroused; people who are interested only in 
special things but do not seem to realize that 
they can find what they want in the library; 
and, last of all, the large army of trade work- 
ers who do not apparently know that, no 
matter what their trade, any well conducted 
library will be of help to them in giving an 
increased knowledge of their work; or, realiz- 
ing it, fail to awaken sufficient interest in the 
matter to use the library. The great problem 
is not that of merely reaching these people, 
to make known the simple fact that there is a 
library and that it stands more than ready 
and willing to do its part—but to endeavor to 
arouse in them sufficient interest to do some- 
thing for themselves. It is an educational 
problein as well. It may not be out of place 
to say that it has not yet been solved, nor will 
it be solved today or tomorrow. By the right 
kind of advertising, the library may be made 
one of the potent factors in the work. 


Personal contact is a great library expan- 
sion leaven, but no librarian can see everyone 





and tell all about each book in the library. 
The means already noted do much, but the 
field of specialization afford many different 
plans of treatment. 


A successful method in some places is 
through special lists, slips, bookmarks, etc. 
These do not accomplish much more than the 
bulletin, unless handled with discrimination. 
They certainly do not do what they should if 
simply placed around the library. They are 
to be regarded as means for emphasizing cer- 
tain books—as display lines in an advertise- 
ment—when compared with the bulletin. To 
get full results they must be all but placed in 
the hands of those sought tointerest. It takes 
time to do this, but it pays. Any given list 
need not be long, nor of necessity of new 
titles. But they must be good, and authori- 
tative. For instance if, through such a list, 
one places in the hands of a machinist a vol- 
ume purporting, by its title, to be of help at 
tne bench, and he finds it old and out of date, 
the ways described of doing things long since 
discarded by the live mechanic, he is apt to 
assume that the library cannot help him, and 
lose interest. 


The distribution of any list will possibly 
always miss someone whom it would imme- 
diately interest. Librarians are not infallible; 
plans do not always work right; but any judi- 
cious distribution will always bring results. 
Sometimes lines are drawn too tightly on the 
distribution—lines made by the librarian—and 
he fails to send certain lists to certain classes 
of people, possibly for the reason that he 
can see no reason why they should be inter- 
ested. I was greatly surprised to find that 
the most ardent bee student in our city was a 
brilliant young attorney whom I had vainly 
tried to entice to the library with titles of 
books I thought he would read. He discov- 
ered the title of a new bee book in a library 
newspaper list—and the victory was won. 
Every librarian must know of many such in- 
stances. 


There is hardly a limit tothe number of 
such lists a well equipped library may prepare 
while even the smaller libraries may get out 
a few each year. A watch of any new move- 
ment that is being talked about, any subject 
which is arousing temporary interest, will 
furnish valuable suggestions for lists which are 
likely to bring ‘‘quick returns,’’ as the adver- 





tising man would say. The distribution 
should be as general as possible, with espe- 
cial attention to the direction the interest 
seems to lie. No one person can know what 
will interest everyone, while sometimes the 
interest is only seeming, on the surface, as it 
were. Still another v ew to consider, in the 
handling of any list, is that a man may be one 
thing by force of circumstances, while his in- 
clination and taste may lie in an entirely dif- 
ferent direction. This should be a plea for 
wide and generous circulation of any special 
advertising. Ifthe philosophizing shoemaker, 
the socialistic carpenter, the garden-loving 
lawyer, can be given fresh interest in his 
likes, why not? A man may not be judged 
by the books on the shelves of his library, 
but rather by those on his reading table. 
The one may represent what he would like to 
be; the other possibly does indicate what he is. 

In any sort of advertising, timeliness counts 
for much. One would laugh at the furrier 
who made a serious and expensive effort for 
general sales of fur wraps in the hottest 
weather, or the dress goods man who at- 
tempted to push lawns and nun’s veiling and 
straw hats for Christmas attractions. A list 
at this time on the Chinese Boxer trouble of a 
few years ago would be poor advertising. 
The Russo-Japanese war, the Panama canal, 
are much more to the point—as up-to-date 
advertising. 

A powerful advertising factor, especially 
in the larger places, is the help given all sorts 
of clubs—not work of the perfunctory sort, 
such as looking up references for their topics, 
but in assisting with the programs, in increas- 
ing the membership, and along similar lines. 
In the same class are the community libra- 
ries—small collections placed in the poorer 
sections of the city or those farthest away 
from the library, with visiting librarians, 
volunteer help. This work is largely with the 
chidren, but it must exercise an influence in 
time on the parents of these same children. 

Along this line, possibly one of the best 
advertising plans practiced is that of placing 
numbers of selected volumes in workshops, 
factories, wherever a number of people are 
regularly employed) A man may go to the 
small library with the idea of getting help on 
some technical question, find other things 
which interest him, and be the means of 
broadeuing his life and making him a better 
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citizen. One such instance is encouragement 
for a great deal of labor. So with the school 
libraries, now generally adopted. 

The use of the telephone for renewing 
books, answering questions which would not 
otherwise come to the library, can be made an 
effective advertisement. Delivery of books by 
special messenger at a given cost per week or 
per volume (both plans being in successful 
operation in some cities), is another up-to- 
date method of advertising, in that it gets 
people to use the library who would not other- 
wise do so. 

Everything that the library does to prove its 
value and usefulness, to help its patrons, is 
advertising. Prompt, cheerful treatment of 
all who come for information, is good adver- 
tising. Branch reading rooms, delivery sta- 
tions, branch libraries, are big advertise- 
ments, because they increase the circle of 
library acquaintance and enlarge its field. 

The librarian who bears in mind the 
phrase of a well known advertiser, ‘‘we are 
advertised by our loving friends,’’ who does 
all in his power to increase the circle of 
friends ‘for the library, by any legitimate 
means, whether enumerated here or not; who 
is working along the general educational line 
followed by interested library workers, is 
doing good advertising work, whether called 
by that name or not. 





MISSION OF A LIBRARY. 


There are multitudes of people who have 
but lately begun to read books, and who, but 
for much that the more discriminating would 
reckon devoid of literary merit, might be for- 
ever barred from the enjoyment of the library. 
It is the romantic attraction of the latest novel 
that often awakens an interest in books, and 
if it seems to cease there and take the reader 
only by slow and painful processes to a classical 
work in literature, to a really great piece of 
fiction, to poetry, history or the essay, some 
will certainly pass over the line in safety. 
Even those who will advance no farther will 
have found more good in novels—if we ex- 
cept a few which are morally bad and which 
will not be added to the list of any properly 
conducted library—than will have come into 
their sordid lives from most other sources. 
Undeniably the free library’s mission is to 
encourage the reading habit among all classes 





of the people—to direct that reading where it 
can, but always to make and hold the public 
with books which will satisfy the crude as 
well as the higher tastes, in the hope of per- 
manently widening the culture circle. The 
library which will honestly strive along these 
lines will make itself one of the most useful 
and potent factors in public education.— 
Philadelphia Telegraph. 





IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICERS: 
Mrs. Henry J. Howe, President, Mashall- 
town. 

W. P. Payne, Vice-President, Nevada. 

Miss Miriam E. Carey, Secretary, Bur- 
lington. 

M. H. Douglass, Treasurer, Grinnell. 

The fifteenth annual meeting to be held 
at St. Louis, October 19th-20th, at the time 
of the American Library Association promises 
to be up to the usual standard of excellence of 
the Iowa Library Association meetings. While 
the program will not include the usual num- 
ber of addresses and papers, the two sessions 
will provide for the discussion of interesting 
and timely topics. 

Not often is it the fortune of a State Library 
Association to meet at the time and place of 
the National association, but the fact that 
Iowa is one Of the Louisiana Purchase states 
makes St. Louis the logical place for the 
meeting this year and a large attendance may 
reasonably be expected. 





THE LIBRARIAN AS A BOOK-BUYER 


It is not an easy matter to purchase books 
wisely and get the best values possible for the 
library from the money invested. The care- 
ful selection of the books, the filling in of 
‘* missing links’’ in standard subjects which 
have been only meagerly or not at all repre- 
sented, as rapidly as the funds permit, the 
proper ratio of books in the various classes, 
the unvarying determination to put only help- 
ful literature on the shelves of either fiction or 
classed books, all this means responsibility 
and anxiety on the part of the book commit- 
tee and the librarian. Underneath all this, 
the financial limitation of the library book 
fund and the perplexing condition in the book 
market regarding net prices, discounts, etc., 
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make it indeed a question of deep concern to 
the librarian as to where and how books shall 
be purchased. 

So far as small purchases of current books 
are concerned, the local dealer is able to give, 
under the rules of the American Publishers 
Association, as good a discount to the local 
library as the large dealer or jobber in the 
city can give, because the rules as to the dis- 
counts to libraries apply to all book deal- 
ers. The large dealer, however, usually has 
the books in stock and can deliver them at 
once and has a wider knowledge in the hand- 
ling of books, which he puts at the service of 
the library. 

It is of chief importance to add books to 
the library frequently. Not necessarily new 
books just issued from the press, but books 
which are needed and which are of permanent 
interest. If in the small library only ten titles 
are added once a month, they keep up the 
interest of the patrons in the library; this is 
much better policy than to make only one pur- 
chase during the year of 120 titles, and cer- 
tainly in the larger libraries frequent additions 
of new titles are necessary. 

So far as asking for bids from various 
dealers on a list of books is concerned, the 
chief value is to give the small library that is 
making a first purchase some idea of what 
they may be able to obtain for the money at 
their disposal; but, it must be remembered 
that if the list contains many of the old stand- 
ard books, the chief deviation as to price will 
be on the editions included in the estimate 
and a cheap, poor edifion of a standard work 
is not economical for any library. 

This A. L. A. Committee on Book Prices 
issues a series of Bulletins to librarians at 
intervals of a few months, containing helpful 
suggestions regarding book buying and these, 
as far as issued, are reprinted in this number > 
of the Quarterly, so that lowa librarians who 
have not seen them heretofore may have the 
benefit of these suggestions. 

Through the kindness of Mr. A. E. Bost- 
wick, chairman of the Committee, the lowa 
Library Commission is supplied with enough 
copies of each issue of the Bulletin to send to 
each library in the state and to the chairmen 
of the book committees. 

The A. L. A. committee attempts to give 
helpful suggestions for book purchasing and 
not for book selection, except incidentally. 





The selection of books is so vital and so fun- 
damental to the library’s very existence that 
volumes have been written regarding it and 
probably will be in the future. In discussing 
book buying, it is assumed that most careful 
selection ot books has been made, Certainly 
advantage should be taken by the librarian 
and book committee of all the aids in the way 
of selected lists and bibliographies possible. 
No more can a librarian select and purchase 
books wisely without proper equipment and 
**tools’’ than can a mechanic or artisan ac- 
complish the work expected of him. Good 
bibliographies, selected lists, critical and lit- 
erary reviews and journals are the librarian’s 
tools; the U. S. Catalog of books, the Cumu- 
lative Book Index, the Publisher’s Weekly, 
and other helps mentioned in the A. L. A. 
Bulletins, are absolutely necessary for intelli- 
gent knowledge on the part of fhe librarian of 
the book markets. 

There are a few subscription books desir- 
able for a public library that can be bought 
only from agents and there are many of 
the more popular books, especially fiction, 
that can be bought more cheaply and in good 
condition from reliable second-hand dealers, 


such as the Philadelphia Bookstore Co., but 
on the whole the regular book dealer may 
safely be relied upon to give the librarian the 
discounts to which he is entitled. 





BOOK BUYING. 


BULLETINS OF THE A. L. A. COMMITTEE ON 
BOOK PRICES. 


Number l, December, 1903. 

Suggestions to librarians. 

1. Learn about book prices in England. 
Subscribe for the Bookseller, English, $1.80 
per year, monthly, or the Pudlisher’s Circular 
$1.75 per year, weekly. Latter corresponds 
to our Pudblisher’s Weekly. Also the Athe- 
naeum, English, $3.25 per year, weekly; the 
best critical journal in English; contains re- 
views and advertisements of English books. 
Get catalogs of ‘‘surplus books’’ of Mudie’s 
Library, 265 High Holborn, London, W. C., 
which quote low prices on recent slightly- used 
books. Get catalog of best English pub- 
lishers and a few of best English dealers in 
second-hand books. 
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2. Save money by importing. Free libra- 
ries may import any book free of duty. Any 
large library will furnish names of English 
publishers and second-hand dealers, and of 
reliable importers in this country or foreign 
agents in England. Small, local dealers can 
not generally import to good advantage. 

3. The following prices illustrate the 

possible saving by importing. First price is 
American; second, English. 
Chambers Cyc. of Eng. Lit...$13.50 $ 7.88 
Eng. Men of Letters Ser P .50 
Contemporary Sci. Ser ‘ 44 
Garnett & Gosse, Illustrated 

hist. of Eng. lit 15.00 
Modern Eng. Writers Ser i ae 
Periods of European Lit ‘ 1.25 
Story of the Nations, new vols., 

1.05 
Lamb’s works, ed., Lucas, 7v. 14.18 11.03 

4. Most libraries find their supply of 
standard fiction (200 to 300 of most popular old 
books like Les Miserables and David Copper- 
field) not equal to the demand. If thisdemand 
is met, many borrowers will be satisfied and 
the purchase of recent high-priced novels can 
be more often deferred. The latter, if still 
wanted a year from publication, can be 
bought cheaply second-hand. 

5. While prices are high on new books is 
a good time to buy sets of periodicals. 

6. Prices of technical books have advanced 
little, and the demand for them is always 
present. 

7. The present is a good time to direct 
book money to binding, which is always 
needed. 

8. Many libraries would do well to spend 
more on current periodicals; they are always 
fresh, and can in a measure take the place of 
the latest books. 

9. The Philadelphia Bookstore Co., 1561 
Chestnut St., sells recent books slightly used 
in Booklover’s library, at reasonable prices. 

10. Book auctions offer chances to buy 
good books at low prices. . A later bulletin 
will tell you how to buy at auction with l'ttle 
trouble and no risk. 

11. Suggestions for further bulletins are 
requested. 

Address inquiries and suggestions to any 
member of the committee. Arthur E. Bost- 
wick, chairman, New York public library, 
226 West 42nd St.; John Cotton Dana, Newark 
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(N. J.) Free public library; Bernard C. 
Steiner, Enoch Pratt Free library, Baltimore, 
Md. 

Number 2. 

The net price system is a method of 
maintaining and systematizing book prices. 
The firms that make up the American 
Publishers’ Association agree to be governed 
by its rules. By this agreement during 
the first year after publication, books are 
furnished to booksellers on condition that 
they shall not be sold for less than list 
price, except that to libraries a discount of 
10 per cent on non-fiction and one-third on 
fiction may be allowed. This applies only to 
works published since May !, 1901, for non- 
fiction, and February 1, 1902, for fiction, 
which, since January, 1904, is held to include 
juvenile fiction. Librarians generally con- 
sider the system unfair to them, claiming that 
under it prices have been raised. They have 
urged the allowance of a larger discount to 
libraries. The Booksellers’ Association, how- 
ever, advocates making the system more 
stringent by removing the year limit and by 
abolishing library discount altogether, or at 
least by making the fiction discount the same 
as that for non-fiction. 

The best way to import books is through 
large importers. They deliver books at the 
library for a definite per cent on- list price. 

_ Libraries usually pay 21 cents for a shilling, 
21 cents for a mark, 19 cents for a franc. 
This includes all expenses. The importer 
puts the books through the custom house and 
sends the libraries the necessary papers to 
sign. Two good importers are Lemcke & 
Buechner, 812 Broadway, New York, and G. 
E. Stechert, 9 East 16th street, New York. 
They constantly receive packages from broad. 
If a book is wanted in haste they send direct 
from abroad to the library ordering. 

E. G. Allen & Son, 28 Henrietta street, 
Convent Garden, London, and B. F. Stevens 
& Brown, 4 Trafalgar Square, Charing Cross, 
London, W. C., are reliable purchasing 
agents in England. 

Two good dealears in second-hand books 
in England are Wm. Potter, 30 Exchange 
street, E. Liverpool, and John Grant, 31 
George 4th, Bridge, Edinburgh Get their 
catalogs, and order through importers. 

Publishers and booksellers, in raising book 
prices and in treating librarians’ protests as 
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of slight consequence, are quite within their 
rights. This committee is simply trying to 
put librarians in touch with the situation and 
to encourage such methods of book selection 
and book purchase as will help to a wiser ex- 
penditure of book funds and make library 
trade seem to publishers and booksellers 
worthy of more consideration. 


See the following table of increased prices 
under the net system: 
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Increased cost 
seStheeeesskcekeesce! * Poon. 

Number 3. ‘‘They (librarians) were 
promised in advance by figures (which pro- 
verbially can not lie) that the net system of 
prices . . . would mean for them an average 
increase of eight per cent. ‘This they were 
willing to allow as their contribution to a 


39 








philanthropic movement... . But subse- 
quent experience seems to have made of the 
promised eight per cent a barren ideality.’’ 
The Dial, February 1, 1904. 

Address inquiries and suggestions to any 
member of the committee or to Arthur E. 
Bostwick, chairman, New York public library, 
226 West 42nd street. 

Number 4. April, 1904. 

The money paid for books by 206 libraries 
in arecent year was about $700,000. Of these, 
123 spent less than $100 each. Only six college 
and three state libraries are included. All 
the libraries in the country spend for books 
annually over $2,000,000. Such a group of 
buyers, if united in purpose, can obtain proper 
concessions in the market. 

For those who wish to file a protest against 
2 certain bill now before Congress, with any 
member of Congress, the following is sug- 
gested: 

‘*In the name of this Library, I desire to 
enter a protest against Senate bill 5314, 
introduced by Senator Platt of Connecticut, 
on March 30. It provides that the privileges of 
the free importation given to libraries shall be 
restricted to the case of those articles con- 
cerning which ‘the holders of the American 
copyrights thereof, in writing consent to such 
importation.’ This law is unwise because 
there are often occasions in which it is desira- 
ble to have both a foreign and an American 
edition of a book in a public library, and 
because frequently the foreign edition is more 
desirable than the American one, on account 
either of the character of the paper, binding, 
or price. There is astill more serious objec- 
tion. It would make it almost impossible for 
a library to order a book in advance of pub- 
lication. Frequently a book is announced on 
one side of the ocean or the other, months 
and even years before it is published, and 
before plans have been made to obtain an 
international copyright forit. It is impossi- 
ble for lipraries to know in advance what 
books will be copyrighted, and it would hap- 
pen continually that a book which we had 
ordered from abroad would be copyrighted in 
the United States between the date of the 
order and the time when we receive the book. 
I trust that you will use your influence 
against this bill.’’ 

Publishers depend on library trade in issu- 
ing books not in great popular demand. For 








example, some of them have said it pays to v 
issue any ‘‘nature book,’’ as the libraries s' 
will always take enough to cover the cost. If it 
librarians generally refrain from the purchase 
of new books, within the first year after issue, P 
the value of their trade to publishers will be- b 
come very evident. ir 
Pilgrim Press, Chicago; Baker & Taylor, h 
S. F. McLean & Co. and John R. Anderson, P’ 
all of New York City, all issue remainder it 
catalogs, offering recent books at very low th 
prices. es 
A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago, IIl., issue Ww 
lists of recent books on which the net price th 
rule of 10 per cent discount only has expired st 
by the lapse of time. On such books the 
discount which may be given is not limited, al 
Many libraries will find these lists valuable. 2. 
Address inquiries and suggestions to any bi 
member of the Committee. Arthur E. Bost- E 
wick, Chairman, N. Y. Public Library, 226 be 
West 42d St.; John Cotton Dana, Newark tr’ 
(N. J.) Free Public Library; Bernard C. so 
Steiner, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- lo 
more, Md. $1 
Number 5. May, 1904. Ww: 
Small libraries can buy at auction to 
great advantage. Of course not recent Ei 
books; but the older ones of high class. ni; 
Begin with those in New York and Boston. ‘ cu 
Write to Anderson Auction Co., No. 5 West so: 
29th St., New York, and C. F. Libbie & Co., (E 
646 Washington St., Boston, Mass., asking (¥ 
them to send you the catalogs issued by lis! 
them covering the fields in which you are AL 
interested, stating that it is your purpose to sul 
begin buying books at auction and offering to Mc 
pay for the catalogs if they cannot send Wi 
them without charge. When a catalog is ne: 
received, check at once such titles as you ne! 
wish to buy. Examine these titles carefully ab 
to identify editions, decide what prices the wit 
library can afford to pay, and send in your 
bids. One can offer from one-third to one- of 
half of the published price for ordinary items 
and get excellent returns. me 
Write a letter about as follows: wic 
Dear Sir: Please execute for me at your We 
auction sale on (date) Catalog No. (N. 
——, the following bids, Lot 235 Shakespeare, Ste 
6 volumes at 40 cents, Lot 433 Hawthorne, mo 
12 volumes at 65 cents. (Signature.) Ni 
Lot 235 in this case would cost you $2.40, | 
as bids and sales are always made on single par 
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voiumes in each lot. The auctioneer executes 
such orders without charge. The best time 
in the year for auction bargains is May. 

Every library, however small, ought to 
possess a few of the best book lists to aid in 
book buying. All the books listed below are 
indispensable. Every community should 
have at hand information about all books in 
print, new and old, on anv subject. Often 
it is wiser to buy the old and tried book than 
the new, unknown one. These book lists, 
especially No. 9, tell about the best books. 
We designate those most needed, if funds for 
the purchase of all are not available, witha 
star. 

1. *Publisher’s Weekly, $3 per year. Lists 
all American books and many English. 
2. *Publisher’s Trade list annual, with com- 
bined index, 2v. $8. All American and many 
English publishers’ catalogues, with alpha- 
betic index. 3. Annual American Catalogue, 
triennial cumulation, $4. American, and 
some English, books. 4. American Cata- 
log, 5 yearly cumulation of the Annual, 
$15. (For all the above address, 298 Broad- 


way, New York City.) 
English Catalog 


5. (annual), $1.50. 
English books of the year. 6. Same, trien- 
nial cumulation, $7.50. 7. Publisher’s Cir- 
* cular, weekly, $2.75. These three by Samp- 
son, Low, London. 8. Reference Catalog 
(English), known as Whitaker’s, $3.50. 
(Whitaker, London.) Like American Trade 
list annual above. 9. *U. S. Catalog, $10. 
All books in print in English, by author, 
subject and title; a dictionary of all books. 10 
Monthly cumulative book index, $2. (Both by 
Wilson Co., Minneapolis, Minn.) 11. *Son- 
nenschein. Reader’s Guide, 2v., $14. (Son- 
nenschein, London.) Lists the best books, 
about 80,000 vols. on all subjects by classes 
with indexes. Very valuable. 

A discount of 10 per cent is given on most 
of these. 

Address inquiries and suggestions to any 
member of the Committee. Arthur E. Bost- 
wick, Chairman, N. Y. Public Library, 226 
West 42d St.; John Cotton Dana, Newark 
(N. J.) Free Public Library; Bernard C. 
Steiner, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- 
more, Md. 
Number O. 

A new rule of 
partment requires importers to 


May, 1904. 
U. S. Treasury De- 
file at 





41 


custom-house, within ninety days of entry, 
receipts for all books imported free of 
duty. In spite of protests a decision has just 
confirmed this regulation. Renewed protests 
are now in order from all librarians. They 
may be based upon the following facts: (1) 
The receipt is no further preventive of fraud 
than the affidavit already furnished by the 
librarian and the importer, (2) The new 
regulation makes extra work for the importer 
as well as for the librarian and for the liquidat- 
iag division of the custom-house. Importers 
are hinting that this may make necessary an 
increase of rates to libraries. (3) This new 
regulation if insisted upon will tend to dis- 
courage importation and correspondingly 
cripple the libraries in their work. 

About a month after the regulation came 
into force, the Secretary of the Treasury sent 
out a Department letter to all Collectors ask- 
ing them to construe liberally the law regard- 
ing free importation for public institutions. 
This may mean that the head of the Depart- 
ment will be inclined to act favorably on re- 
quests that the regulation be rescinded. Ad- 
dress protests tohim or to any member of 
Congress. 

The total cost of a book is represented by 
first cost plus cost of preserving and caring 
for it during its life. At the end of its life it 
must be replaced. Counting the expense of 
mending, rebinding and replacement, the 
total cost of a so-called ‘‘cheap’’ edition to 
the library for a period of years may exceed 
that of a better book with a stronger binding. 
A recent experiment with extra-stout bindings 
showed that a well bound popular book may 
circulate once a week fortwo years without 
rebinding, while ordinary bindings may wear 
out twice in this time, necessitating, besides 
the expense of rebinding, the withdrawal of 
the book from circulation for several weeks or 
even months. In such cases it will pay to 
have a stout binding to start with. 

On the other hand, a book that circulates 
only twice a year and then among people who 
will give it careful usage, does not need to be 
so strongly bound. Money spent on mere 
strength in this case might be wasted. 
Doubleday, Page & Co. furnish their books 
in extra stong bindings if desired, charging a 
small advance in price for them. Doubtless 
other publishers would do the same if there 
should be sufficient demand. Cedric Chivers 








of Bath, England, procures sheets of stand- 
ard and current works direct from publishers 
and binds them with very exceptional strength. 
Send for his catalogue. Mr. Chivers is about 
to start a branch bindery in New York, which 
he expects to open in November. Several 
binders in this country offer special forms of 
strong library binding. 

Address inquiries and suggestions to any 
member of the committee. Arthur E. Bost- 
wick, Chairman, N. Y. P. L., 226 West 42d 
St.; John Cotton Dana, Newark (N. J.) F. 
P. L.; Bernard C. Steiner, Enoch Pratt, F. 
L., Baltimore, Md. 

Number 7. June, 1904. 

Many libraries, among them some of the 
largest, are buying few net books, and spend- 
ing more money than formerly on books more 
than a year old, foreign works, second hand 
books, etc. 

The last Cleveland, O., library report, 
says, in effect, ‘‘The net price system estab- 
lished by the American Publishers’ Associa- 
tion raised the average price of books pur- 
chased in 1902 to 98.8 cents per volume, which 
was over 10 per cent. greater than it had been 
for six years. Systematic omission of all but 
the most needed net books, importation of 
foreign books, and buyiog from clearance 
lists and little-used second hand stock, have 
in 1903, again reduced the average price per 
volume to 78.6 cents.’’ 

The last report of the Wilmington, (Del.), 
Institute Free Library says, in effect, ‘‘The 
new net price system of the publishers has 
forced us to be very careful in purchases. 
We have overcome the stringency of their 
rulings in a measure by purchasing good 
second-hand copies of many books at home or 
abroad.’’ 

To get best prices in second-hand books, 
say in New York City, one must buy of 
several different dealers, often in small lots. 
Save expense in express and freight by asking 
some one firm to ship for you and request all 
others of whom you purchase to send through 
him. Stechert, 9 East 16th St., and Lemcke, 
812 Broadway, importers, can dothis. They 
also purchase, on order, one book or many 
from any second-hand dealer in New York., 
England, France, &c. 

Send for catalogs to these booksellers: 
Arthur Reader, Red Lion Sq., London, S. 
F. McLean & Co., 430 6th Ave., N. Y.; 
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John W. Cadby, 64 Hamilton St., Albany, N, 
Y.; Brentano’s, Union Square, N. Y.: 
Schuyler, 155 Washington St., Chicago; w. 
B. Clark Co., Fremont & Park Sts., Boston; 
Congdon & Britnell, 11 W. Richmond St., 
Toronto Canada; William Glaisher, 265 High 
Holborn, London, W. C ; Cora E. McDevitt, 
1 Barclay St., N. Y.; H. Malkan, Hanover 
Sq., N. Y., John Britnell, Yonge St., Toronto, 
Canada; Chas. W. Clark Co., 156 Fifth Ave., 
N. Y. City; N. M. Ladd, 471 Lafayette Ave. , 
Brooklyn, N Y. 

The Wilson Co., Minneapolis, Minn., 
publish the U. S. Catalog, $15, a list of all 
books in print of American publishers and 
many English ones, by author, subject and 
title; very desirable; and Monthly Cumulative 
Book Index, $3.00. (These were wrongly 
priced in No. 5.) 

A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago, issue an 
Annual Illustrated Catalogue of standard and 
popular books of all publishers, designating 
by a double star (**) all ‘‘net’’ books subject 
to the one year limited discount under the 
rules of the American Publishers’ Association. 
**Net’’ books on which this time limit has 
expired are mof specially designated. 

Address inquiries and suggestions to any 
member of the Committee. Arthur E. Bost- 
wick, Chairman, N. Y. P. L., 226 42d St.; 
John Cotton Dana, Newark (N. J.) F. P. L.; 
Bernard C. Steiner, Enoch Pratt F. L; Balti- 
more, Md. 


Number 8. August, 1904. 

It pays to wait. Here are good books, 
with their prices when published, followed by 
their prices now as given in clearance sale 
catalogs mentioned in previous bulletins: 

Adams, O. F. Some famous American 
schools. 1903. $1.20 net. ‘‘Slightly rubbed,” 
90c. 

Armstrong, Sir W. Raeburn. 
net, $8. 

Blades, W. Enemies of books. 
ed.) $10.50, $3. 

Boulger, D.C. Short history of China. 
1900. $2.50, 95c. 

Cole, T. Old Dutch and Flemish masters. 
1895. (Limited ed.) $25, $10. 

Coues, Elliott. Field ornithology. $3.50, 
63c. 

Decle, L. Three years in savage Africa. 
1898. $5, $1 25. 


1901. $25 


(Limited 





(Heroes 
“Slightly 


Firth, J. B. Augustus Cesar. 
of the nations.) 1903. $1.35 net. 
rubbed,’’ 90c. 

Fitz Gerald, E. A. The highest Andes. 
18399. $6 net, $1.88 

Furniss, H. Confessions of a caricaturist. 
1901. 2v. $10 net, $4. 

Grimm, J. L. Teutonic mythology. 1900. 
$17.50, $3. 

Hinsdale, B. A. Horace Mann and the 

common school. $1 net, 25c. 

Hyne, C.J. C. Through Arctie Lapland. 
1898. $3.50, 75c. 

Kingsley, Rose G. History of French art. 
1899. $5, $1. 

Longfellow. W. P. P. The column and 
thearch. 1899. $2, 87c. 

Maulde la Claviere, R.de. Women of the 
Renaissance. 1900. $3.50, 87c. 

Peary. R. E. Northward over the great 
ice. 1898. 2v. $6.50 net, $2.25. 

Pickering, W. A. Pioneering in Formosa, 
1898. $6, $1. 

Pond, J. B. 
1900. $3.50, 87c. 

Rogers, J. E. Thorold. Six centuriss of 
work and wages. (Newed.) $3, $1. 

Seyffert, Oskar. Dictionary of classical 
antiquities. 1891. $6, $1.50. 

Sonnenschein, W. S. Best books and 
reader’s guide to comtemporary literature. 
1891-5. 2v. $16.50 net, $6.25. 

Stadling, J. Through Siberia. 
M4c. 

Traill, H. Duff. Sir John Franklin. 1836. 
$6.40, $1.50. 

Whiteing, R. Paris of today. 
$l. 

- Wise, Barton H. Henry A. Wise of Vir- 
ginia. 1899. $3, 38c. 

Worsfold, W. Basil. Redemption of Egypt. 
1899. $10 net, $1.13. 

Wright, M. R. The new Brazil. 
$10, $4. 

Address inquiries and suggestions to any 
member of the Committee. Arthur E. Bost- 
wick, Chairman, N. Y. P. L., 226 West 42d 
st.; John Cotton Dana, Newark (N. J) F. P. 
L.; Bernard C. Steiner, Enoch Pratt F. L., 
Baltimore, Md. 


dy. 


Eccentricities of genius. 


1901. $6, 


1900. $5, 


1901. 
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LIBRARY NEWS OF THE STATE. 


Algona.—Work is progressing on the 
new Carnegie library building at Algona, 
which is being erected on a beautiful lot 
donated by Capt. Ingham and wife, Mrs. 
Ingham being a member of the library board. 
The library has recently received a gift of 
$1,000 from Col. Thomas F. Cooke, formerly 
President of the Algona Library Board, but 
now a resident of Des Moines. 


Davenport.—The new Carnegie build- 
ing of the Davenport Free public library, 
erected at a cost of $75,000, was dedicated 
May 11, 1904, with appropriate exercises. 
The chief address was made by Hon. John 
F. Dillon, the eminent jurist of New York 
City, long identified with Davenport, where 
he resided for more than forty years. 

The exercises were held at Turner Grand 
Opera House at 3 pM. After music by the 
orchestra, Rev. A. M. Judy, the Secretary of 
the Library Board gave a report as to the 
progress and completion of the work of erect- 
ing the new building and of providing for the 
organization of the new library system, and 
on behalf of the Board transferred the build- 
ing to the city. Mayor Harry W. Phillips 
responded in a brief address expressing the 
appreciation of the city administration for the 
manner in which the trustees had carried for- 
ward the task of erecting the building. 
Judge Dillon’s address then followed, holding 
the close attention of the audience for about 
one and one-half hours. 

The fact that Mr. Carnegie lived in Dav- 
enport for a brief time in his early years, and 
that Judge Dillon is his warm personal friend 
makes the gift to Davenport seem much more 
personal. 

The building, which was in process of 
erection for about three years, is built of Bed- 
ford stone; the style of architecture is a free 
adoption of Greek motives modified by the 
French Renaissance. The size of the build- 
ing is about 63 by 120 feet, and is practically 
three stories in height, the basement beicz 
only five feet below the sidewalk grade. On 
the main floor are the delivery room, stack 
room, general reading and reference rooms, 
librarian’s and cataloger’s rooms. The chil- 
dren’s room is on the ground floor. On the 
second floor are the club rooms, trustees’ 
room, gallery and unassigned rooms. 








The architect of the building is Mr. Calvin 
Kiessling, of Boston, whose plan, after many 
alt: rations, was accepted by the board after a 
spirited competition in which about sixty 
plans were submitted by the various architects. 

The librarian, Miss Marilla W. Freeman, 
began her work with the Davenport public 
library in January, 1902, and has worked 
unceasingly both in connection with the work 
of organizing the old library turned over by 
the association preparatory to occupying the 
new building, and in selecting and purchasing 
new books and furniture and fittings for the 
new building. She also opened the old library 
for the circulation of books in the old quarters 
on account of the delay in occupying the new 
building. The library opens in its new 
quarters with about 15,000 volumes on the 
shelves and will take its place as one of the 
strong libraries of the State. 

A picture of this building was given in the 
Quarterly for July, 1901. 


Indianola.—On the evening of May 31, 
1904, the new Carnegie library building was 
dedicated at Indianola, the exercises being 
held in the new building. After the invoca- 


tion by Rev. G. W. Simons, the President 
of the Board of Library Trustees, W. H. 
Schooley, made an address and formally 


presented the building to the city. Hon. B. 
F. Clayton, the Mayor of the city, responded 
briefly, after which J. F. Samson gave a 
history of the beginning and growth of the 
library in Indianola previous to voting a tax. 
This was followed by a paper by J. H. 
Whitney, giving the growth of the library 
from the time it became a municipal library 
until now. 

Two pictures were presented to the library 
by the school children with appropriate 
remarks, an engraving of ‘‘Return from the 
Pasture’’ and Guidi Reni’s ‘‘Aurora.’’ 

Miss Hannah Babb has served as librarian 
since 1884, and has seen the library grow 
from a small collection of a few hundred 
books to its present gratifying size of over 
4,700 volumes. Her many friends in the 
Iowa Library Association rejoice with her in 
the occupancy of the new building, knowing 
the many years of devoted service she has 
given to the upbuilding of the library. 

The building cost $10,C00.00 and with its 
reading room, children’s room, reference and 





book rooms and rooms for the librarian ang 
trustees, provides a convenient and attractive 
center for the people of Indianola. 

Beymer & Keith, of Indianola, were the 
architects. 

Monticello.—The dedicatory exercise of 
of the new Carnegie library building of the 
Monticello Free Public Library were held at 
2:30 Pp. M., May 27, 1904, at the Methodist 
church. The building was open for inspection 
during the afternoon and evening of the 26th, 
congratulatory exercises being held in the 
lecture room of the library at 8 P. M., presidde 
over by Major S. S. Farwell, President of 
the Board. M. W. Herrick, Secretary of the 
Board, gave an address of welcome which 
was responded to by Rev. C. C. Warner, of 
Eldora, formerly a member of the library 
board and building committee at Monticello, 
A financial statement was given by E. E, 
Hicks, the Treasurer. Miss Tyler of the 
Iowa Library Commission spoke on ‘‘ Library 
Extension in Iowa.’’ Music by a quartet 
added to the pleasure of the evening. 

On Friday afternoon, the teachers and 
pupils of the public schools, together with the 
Library Board, citizens and guests, marched 
from the library building to the M. E, 
Church, where Dr. A. B. Storms, President 
of the lowa State College at Ames, delivered 
the dedicatory address. After the invocation 
and a solo by Miss Calkins, Major Farwell, 
the President of the Board, formally presented 
the buildng to the people of Monticello, and 
Hon. R. C: Stirton responded on behalf of 
the citizens. 

The dedicatory address of Dr. Storms was 
of a patriotic nature, inasmuch as the date 
was so near Memorial day. The dedicatory 
prayer was made by Rev. C. C. Warner. 

The library starts under most favorable 
conditions. Although no public library has 
heretofore existed in Monticello, the interest 
manifested by individuals and organizations 
has been such that various entertainments 
have been given for the benefit of the library 
and a good collection of books was installed 
before the opening, Miss Lavinia Steele of the 
State Library having been secured for the 
work of organizing. Miss Mary Marvin, the 
librarian, brings to the work ability and 
enthusiasm, and before the opening of the 
library spent much time in preparation for 
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TIPTON PUBLIC LIBRABY—Oarveaix BUILDING. 

















her work under the direction of her niece, 
Miss Cornelia Marvin, of the Wisconsin 
Library Commission. Her connection with 
the schools of Monticello for many years 
makes her familiar with the needs of the 
young people of the community. 

Tipton.—The formal opening of the Car- 
negie building of the Tipton public library 
occurred Saturday afternoon, July 16, 1904, 
the exercises being held on the lawn outside 
the library building. The Summer Library 
School, in session at the State University at 
lowa City, attended in a body, it being a for- 
tunate opportunity for them to visit one of the 
best of the small library buildings in the 
State. Music by the Men’s Choral Club intro- 
duced the exercises, and after the invocation 
by Rev. Parson, Judge W. N. Treichler, 
President of the Library Board, made a brief 
address. Miss A. M. Dean, Secretary of the 
Board, gave a report on the growth of the 
library, the erection of the building, etc. , and 
formally transferred the building to the city of 
Tipton. Mayor Charles Grassell accepted on 
behalf of the city, in a short and appropriate 
address. 

The chief address was made by Johnson 


Brigham, State Librarian, on ‘‘Literature and 


life.’’ Addresses were also made by Miss M. 
E. Ahern, editor of ‘‘Public Libraries,’’ 
Chicago, and by Miss Tyler, Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission. 

Inasmuch as the Tipton library was organ- 
ized by the Women’s Clubs of Tipton, who 
began in 1896 to accumulate funds for the 
purpose, it was fitting that a report should be 
made by them and a most interesting one 
was given by Mrs. A. N. Filson, the treas- 
urer, showing that the clubs had raised for 
library purposes $1,432.08. The first pur- 
chase of books for the library of several hun- 
dred dollars came from this fund and the 
beautiful furniture of the new building came 
from the same source. Mrs. Anna Shaw 
Yates, the librarian, was one of the club 
women who made the beginning in 1896 for 
this work and her capable and enthusiastic 


labors in behalf of the library have largely 
brought about the satisfactory condition of 
library affairs in Tipton. 

The building has a most convenient and 
attractive interior and much thought and care 
was given both to utility and good taste by 
the building committee. Mauran, Russell & 
Garden, of St. Louis, were the architects. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE 
COMMISSION. 


It has seemed important to the Library 
Commission that the libraries of the State 
shall be supplied with printed matter of 
various kinds giving information and sugges- 
tion as to methods and improvements in 
library work; also to set forth the aims and 
purposes of the modern library movement 
for the information of communities without 
library facilities. 

A circular of library information is issued 
by the Commission four times duringthe year 
entitled the ‘‘Quarterly of the Iowa ‘Library 
Commission.’’ This contains contributions 
from librarians and others of recognized 
ability on timely library topics and especial 
attention is given to the progress of library 
affairs in the State. An edition of 1,200 
copies of each issue is printed and it is sent 
free to all the public libraries and trustees of 
free public libraries in the State. 

At a conference of the officers of the 
Library Commissions of lowa, Minnesota 
and Wisconsin in October, 1901, plans for 
co-operation in issuing printed matter of 
common interest and need to these States 
were discussed; the conditions in these States 
being similar and each Commission being 
overburdened with work, it was believed that 
such co-operation would prove economical to 
all concerned. The Quarterly published by 
Iowa it was thought could be utilized by the 
other States, but after a few issues under this 
plan the difficulties to be overcome proved it 
to be impracticable. 

The Hand Book of Library Organization 
which contains information as to the methods 
of organization, administration, selection of 
books, necessary supplies, etc., is of especial 
value to beginners in library work and is sent 
free to all librarians, trustees and others in 
the State who are interested and request it. 
This Hand Book covers subjects of common 
interest to the States of lowa, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin; hence, it was issued in co-opera- 
tion, the Minnesota Commission editing it 
and bearing the first expense of publication. 
The Iowa edition contains the text of the free 
public library law of Iowa. 

The Suggestive List of Books for a Small 
Library, containing about twelve hundred 
titles, is another valuable publication, which 





was of equal interest to these three States and 
was issued under the co-operative plan, being 
compiled by the Wisconsin Commission; this 
list was dated January, 1902, since which 
time a supplement has been issued covering 
the books issued from that date to June, 1903. 
This also is for free distribution. 

A Buying List of recent books recommended 
for purchase is issued every few months, being 
compiled by the Wisconsin Library Commis- 
sions and furnished by the Library Commis- 
sions of co-operating states to the libraries of 
these states. 

Leaflets are issued by the Iowa Library 
Commission from time to time as needs arise 
bearing on different subjects. The following 
have been issued: 

No. 1. Shalla free public library be estab- 
lished? 

(Contains suggestions as to how to start a 
library, text of the Free Public Library law, 
the Library Commission law, and rules and 
regulations for a library.) 

No. 2. Iowa Day and a few books about 

, lowa. 

No. 3. Periodicals, their value and use. 

No. 4. Birthdays, anniversaries and 
events. 

No. 5. Free Traveling Library of Iowa. 

No. 6. Books for the blind. 

In connection with the work of the Travel- 
ing Library in supplying books on subjects for 
special study, the following selected lists have 
been printed: 

Agriculture. 

Brief list of art books. 

Manual training, cookery and needlework 
in public schools. 

Domestic science. 

Shakespeare. 

In response to frequent requests, a brief list 
of books for young people was issued during 
the first vear of the Commission’s work entitled 
**One Hundred Good Books for girls and 
boys.’’ 

A small pamphlet has been issued, setting 
forth the work which the Commission has 
undertaken, entitled, ‘‘Iowa Library Com- 
mission; its Purpose, Methods and Activities.’’ 

**Library Buildings’’ by Mr. GrantC. Mil- 
ler of Chicago, was issued as a pamphlet, 
being a reprint from the Quarterly of his 
paper read before the Iowa Library Associa- 
— at the annual meeting in 1902 at Grin- 
nell. 

















A List of Books Recommended for 
a Children’s Library —One of the most 
important publications issued by the Commis- 
sion is this list compiled by Miss Annie Carroll 
Moore, Children’s Librarian, Pratt Institute 
Free Library, Brooklyn, N. Y. The list con- 
tains more than five hundred titles and the 
books are grouped under subjects. It is pre- 
faced by practical ‘‘suggestions for the selec- 
tion and purchase of children’s books,’’ 
which will be found most helpful. It is cer- 
tainly important that librarians and book 
committees should’ have all the reliable helps 
possible in the important task of selecting 
children’s books and the Commission believes 
that this list is a practical contribution to this 
subject and takes pleasure in presenting it to 
the library workers of the State. Miss Moore’s 
efficient service in connection with the Iowa 
Summer School for Library Training give this 
list definite value te Lowa librarians, while her 
recognized position in the library world as an 
authority on the subject of children’s books 
and work with children gives the list recogni- 
tion as a valued contribution to this subject. 

Check List of State Publications.— 
It had long been the desire of the Library Com- 
mission to prepare a list of the publications 
of the State of lowa and print it in a simple, 
tabulated form, so that it would serve the 
librarian as a check list for the State publica- 
tions in the library, and also furnish the 
much-needed information as to what has 
been published by the State and what consti- 
tutes complete sets of the publications of the 
various departments of the State. The 
funds of the Commission did not permit of 
the employment of additional help to do this 
important work, but through the cordial 
interest of Governor Cummins and other 
members of the Executive Council of the 
State, and their desire that there should be 
some list that would serve as a basis for the 
proper care and distribution of the State pub- 
lications, the preparation of the Check List 
was made possible. Miss Lavinia Steele was 
employed to prepare the list under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion. The List was printed last January and 
is for free distribution. 

Biennial Report. The first report on 
library conditions in Iowa, which the law 
designates shall be issued every two years, 
gives a survey of Iowa library affairs up to 
July 1, 1903. This report includes the library 
extension work of the Commission, the work 
of the Traveling Library,"Summer Library 
School, periodical exchange and also gives 
historical sketches of the free public libraries 
of the state with illustrations of about fifty 
library buildings and statistics. It is a book 


of 153 pages. 


Any of the above publications may be 
obtained free by any resident of the State of 
Iowa upon application to the Secretary of the 
Library Commission, Alice S. Tyler, State 
House, Des Moines. 
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